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A view-focused home in the McDowell Mountains
brings retired homeowners a dramatic departure
from traditional.

108 PHGMAG.COM AUGUST + SEPTEMBER 2026




Not anchoring the dining table with a light fixture above allows
the homeowners to move furniture for large parties and to
enjoy an unobstructed view of the Valley. Low-backed chairs
keep the profile simple and clean. The wall of windows can
open from the left or right. A deep exterior overhang helps to
provide protection from heat and weather.
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E MET WALKING OUR DOGS,” says homeowner Susan Rippinger of . 1 T . o . >
interior designer Amy Klosterman. “I thought, if she’s a dog person, she must be i '
cool.”The winding roads of North Scottsdale’s Ancala community, where both women live, are a natural setting
for wandering, exploring and making friends with neighbors and their canine companions. At the time, Susan
and her husband, John, a former independent insurance broker and retired formation aerobatic pilot, were ready

to move on from their traditional Tuscan-style home in the same neighborhood.

“One day we were reviewing our finances and when we got to the crypto currency entry, I said, “That doesn’t
mean anything, it’s like Monopoly money,” Susan recalls. To which John replied, “Want to see if Monopoly
money will build you a new house?”

A dramatic hillside lot that the Rippingers could view through binoculars from their current golf course resi-

dence checked all the boxes. A new home was designed, and Susan’s connection to Klosterman proved fortu-

itous. The Phoenix Home & Garden Masters of the Southwest award-winning interior designer enlisted builder
and frequent collaborator Emilio Locascio, and fine-tuning “The Grandview, which the homeowners christened
their new 5,400-square-foot residence, began.

“Amy and I go way back. We've done a lot of jobs together,” Locascio says. “She’s a designer who understands
what her clients want. I come in with what is technically involved—structural integrity and functionality.”

S0 many houses have big spaces and open
kitchens, but | think people also want to live
with privacy and quiet. This home has both.

A AMY KLOSTERMAN, INTERIOR DESIGNER
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Susan recalls being slightly intimidated upon interviewing the builder, but she
appreciated his directness. “That’s the reaction I get from a lot of my clients,” Locas-
cio says with a laugh. “I tell them up front that I will not sugarcoat anything. I won't
tell you what you want to hear—I'm going to tell you what it is so that there are no
surprises. It’s the best thing that can happen in the client-contractor relationship.”

Architectural plans in hand, Klosterman, Locascio and the homeowners climbed
the mountain site prior to breaking ground. This perch gave them a perspective
from which they modified such things as driveway accessibility, ceiling heights
and livability considerations—and making the most of the 180-degree panoramic
sightlines to the west.

“What you see on the drawings isn't set in stone,” Locascio says. “It is a delinea-
tion of what is going to be, which you modify to the owners’lifestyle. For me, it is
essential to spend time with my clients on a daily basis to find out what suits them
and the way they live.”

Excavation spanned 10 months. “Once the walls started to go up, things went
very quickly,” notes Susan, who kept a photographic journal of the process, includ-
ing snapshots and the corresponding age of their young grandson at each milestone.
The holidays are important to Susan and John; during the build, they even decorated
the exterior of the job site’s porta potty with everything from patriotic bunting to
holiday lights and garlands.

The floor plan includes a great room and expansive patio to accommodate the
many guests the couple hosts. More private spaces, including home offices and a
den face the mountainside, providing an alternate view and frequent wildlife sight-
ings. Interiors are in a palette of black and natural desert tones with textural accents
throughout. “The palette we used was neutral, but visual interest is found in dimen-
sional materials,” Klosterman notes.

Susan credits Klosterman with delivering beyond expectations and what the
Rippingers herself imagined for the home. “I had never worked with an interior
designer before,” she says. “I would not have thought of many of the things we did.
Amy introduced me to options that I would hesitated on, but in the end, she was
always knew best. She kept everything going in the right direction.”

BUILDER: Emilio Locascio, Gemini Development Corp. INTERIOR DESIGNER: Amy

Klosterman, AB Design Elements.

For more information, see Sources.

A perfectly placed pivot door creates a welcoming
pause for guests. "We aligned the entry with a long
interior soffit to create perspective toward the visual
destination of Camelback Mountain,” says interior
designer Amy Klosterman. The exterior cladding is

a large-format porcelain tile that resembles vein-cut
travertine. It requires less maintenance and is more
durable than real stone.
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Aview of the kitchen and bar shows the
composition of shapes and color blocking
~_created using white oak, hotrolled steel and
ght-colored quartzite stone. “"With the fully
sing windows and doors, we were able

made shifts inmaterials and color to ad

interest.” Floating winged lighting pendants

\ anod to homeowner John Rippinger's love of
\._aerobatic formation flying.
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The powder room'’s dimensional wall material is a
thermal-fused melamine applied to a high-density
substrate. The wood grain is created using photo-
realistic digital technology.
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A longview of desert beauty
can be enjoyed from the
primary bedroom. Clad

in a patterned porcelain
wood-look tile, the fireplace
is similar in shape and style
to thatin the family room.
Doors open to a smaller
space connected to the
main patio.
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Living room windows on the home's entry side offe"r.yet'another perspective of the
Sonoran Desert. Herds of wildlife roam the mountain, and monsoons bring cascades of
water that divert around the sides of the home. The fireplace hearth and soffit are clad in
porcelain slab. “The dark, grounding feature balances the blacks in the nearby kitchen and
barbecue and make the TV less prominent,” Klosterman says.
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A compact version of the kitchen that sits opposite it, the wet bar
packs a lot of function into a small corner. The island peninsula
continues outside for easy entertaining; windows fully recess into
the wall for a seamless outdoor bar experience.

"When the pool tile was being installed, we placed a cryptocurrency replica in the border as a reminder that
‘The Grandview,' as we call it, is the house that Bitcoin built," says homeowner Susan Rippinger.
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